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Boyes Hot Springs has a lively history, inte-

gral to the fabric of the Sonoma Valley. For-
merly the center of a great resort area, it 
hosted thousands of visitors during its heyday. 
There were dozens of resorts, from small 
motor courts to the grand Sonoma Mission 
Inn. The Boyes Bath House boasted the sec-
ond largest indoor swimming pool in the coun-
try. And, for many years, the area was a train-
ing ground for professional football and base-
ball teams such as the Cleveland Browns and 
the San Francisco Seals. 

After the demise of the passenger railroad, 
the area still thrived with the construction of 
the Golden Gate Bridge and the rise of the 
automobile. Boyes Springs real estate man 
L.E. ‘‘Bud’’ Castner was one of the first direc-
tors of the Golden Gate Bridge District. 

In the 1960s, as the resorts faded, Boyes 
Hot Springs faded a bit as well. Community 
pride, however, never waned. The area be-
came attractive in the 1980s and 1990s to 
home buyers who were priced out of the Bay 
Area market. Attracted by its rural charm, they 
purchased its large stock of charming cottages 
to rehabilitate. At the same time, the popu-
lation of Mexican immigrants grew, attracted 
principally by the grape growing and wine 
businesses. 

To old timers and new residents alike, the 
post office is the center of the community. 
Since most of the surrounding streets receive 
no mail delivery, residents make a daily trip to 
the post office where they catch up on the lat-
est local news with their friends and neigh-
bors. The immigrant population relies on it for 
communication with their families back home. 
The postal workers are personally known to 
all, a part of the broader community family. 

Mr. Speaker, the community is hosting a 
celebration to honor this anniversary. In the 
words of one of the organizers, Michael Acker 
of the Springs Community Alliance, it will ‘‘sa-
lute the past, show appreciation for service, 
and look to the future with hope.’’ Please join 
us in honoring the centennial of the Boyes Hot 
Springs Post Office. 

IN HONOR OF DR. LARRY EUGENE 
RIVERS, PRESIDENT OF FORT 
VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 6, 2011 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a great leader in higher edu-
cation in Georgia—someone who has been 
committed to improving the lives of young men 
and women throughout his career. Dr. Larry 
Rivers recently marked his fifth anniversary as 
the President of Fort Valley State University 
(FVSU), and what a remarkable 5 years it has 
been. 

Dr. Rivers was born in the suburbs of Phila-
delphia and graduated from what was then 
Fort Valley State College. After earning a 
master’s degree in history from Villanova Uni-
versity, and a Doctor of Arts degree in history 
from Carnegie-Mellon University, he went on 
to teach at Florida A&M University for more 
than 20 years and earned the rank of ‘‘distin-
guished university professor,’’ one of only two 
on the campus. 

He returned to his alma mater in 2006, and 
in 5 short years, FVSU has experienced a re-
markable turnaround under Dr. Rivers’ leader-
ship. Student enrollment is at the highest point 
in the 115-year history of the university. Since 
2006, the university invested $160 million in 
new construction projects that are trans-
forming the campus with additional buildings 
to accommodate more students and new re-
search facilities. And FVSU now offers new 
undergraduate courses and master’s degrees 
in fields such as biotechnology, teaching, and 
early childhood development that will provide 
the education and training our future leaders 
need to compete in a 21st century economy. 

Because of FVSU’s progress, the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Schools recently 
reaffirmed the university’s accreditation, and 
the school was ranked 25th on U.S. News and 
World Report’s list of ‘‘America’s Best Black 
Colleges.’’ 

To meet the demands of FVSU’s growth, 
the City of Fort Valley has modernized its in-
frastructure through several rural development 
grants and wastewater reclamation projects. 
These fundamental improvements will attract 
new businesses to Southwest Georgia that are 
looking to take advantage of the talented indi-
viduals FVSU is producing each and every 
year. 

Dr. Rivers has earned well-deserved praise 
for his efforts at FVSU. Georgia Trend maga-
zine recognized him as one of the ‘‘100 Most 
Influential Georgians’’ and one of Georgia’s 
‘‘Top 25 Leaders’’ in its 25th Anniversary 
issue. While the transformation at FVSU is re-
markable, I know Dr. Rivers will not rest until 
FVSU is ranked 1st. 

As Thomas Jefferson once said, ‘‘Univer-
sities are based on the illimitable freedom of 
the human mind.’’ I am confident that under 
the leadership of Dr. Larry Rivers, we will con-
tinue to expand the minds of our young men 
and women and educate the leaders of tomor-
row. 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2012 

SPEECH OF 

HON. C.W. BILL YOUNG 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 23, 2011 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2219) making ap-
propriations for the Department of Defense 
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2012, 
and for other purposes: 

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Chair, I submit 
the following table on H.R. 2219, a bill making 
appropriations for the Department of Defense 
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2012. 
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AMENDMENT TO H.R. 2219, OF-

FERED BY CONGRESSMAN POSEY 
(FL–15) 

HON. SANDY ADAMS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 6, 2011 

Mrs. ADAMS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in support 
of this amendment and commend my friend 
Congressman POSEY for his work on this jobs 
initiative. 

Florida is home to Kennedy Space Center, 
the heart of NASA’s space shuttle program. 
With tens of thousands of highly-skilled men 
and women currently working on the Space 
Coast in support of NASA’s human space 
flight program, their jobs are threatened by the 
Administration’s decision to end the shuttle 
program and cancel Constellation without a 
viable plan for the future of space exploration. 
These jobs will be lost, possibly forever, and 
in the midst of a housing and economic reces-
sion not seen in Florida in decades. Mr. 
Speaker, the truth is that the Space Coast 
cannot afford to lose these jobs. 

That is why I am proud to stand with Mr. 
POSEY in support of this much needed amend-
ment. Make no mistake, this is a jobs amend-
ment—one that will help support families and 
small businesses throughout Central Florida. 
Specifically this amendment commits the De-
partment of Defense to use the National Shut-
tle Logistics Depot to the greatest extent prac-
ticable and to assist in the preservation of our 
highly skilled aerospace and engineering 
workforce. By utilizing already existing infra-
structure and a trained workforce, the govern-
ment can leverage this unique skill set to ad-
vance our nation’s space and defense mis-
sions at minimal cost to the American tax-
payer. 

The aerospace workers across the country 
have already been hit by an economy strug-
gling under the tax and spend policies of the 
President and now, without a solid plan from 
NASA on what is next for the space program, 
the industry base will simply disappear. This is 
an easy way for the federal government to uti-
lize the resources we already have to help 
create aerospace jobs throughout the country, 
without throwing away decades of technology 

and laying off tens of thousands of highly 
skilled workers. 

Mr. Speaker, when governments like China 
are gearing up for the next big explosion in 
space industry and technologies, preserving 
this workforce is not just about ensuring peo-
ple have jobs—it is about the national security 
interests of our nation. 

If we lose this national asset, I fear we will 
forever be remembered as the country that 
gave up the last frontier. One that looked to 
the stars and told the world we weren’t inter-
ested. 

I encourage all of my colleagues to vote in 
favor of this jobs amendment to help save a 
workforce we desperately need. 

f 

INTRODUCING AMENDMENT TO 
THE DEFENSE APPROPRIATIONS 
BILL 

HON. BILL POSEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 6, 2011 

Mr. POSEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to in-
troduce an amendment to the Defense Appro-
priations bill that directs the Secretary of De-
fense to utilize to the fullest extent practicable 
the incredible resource that exists at the 
NASA Shuttle Logistics Depot, NSLD, in Cen-
tral Florida. 

The Department of Defense would be well 
served to make greater use of the facility’s 
unique manufacturing capabilities and highly- 
skilled workforce for Department of Defense 
supply chain and repair needs. The loss of 
this facility and its workforce would not only be 
a blow to our nation’s space program but rep-
resent a missed opportunity to serve U.S. na-
tional security interests. 

The unique combination of technologically- 
advanced equipment used in the 300,000 sq. 
ft. NSLD facility for aerospace manufacturing, 
repair, and overhaul combined with the critical 
workforce is extremely capable of providing 
warfighter support for our military. Although 
the NSLD’s operator, the United Space Alli-
ance, USA, has procured a recent DLA con-
tract, the work is not enough to maintain the 
NSLD. 

This irreplaceable workforce will go else-
where once the Shuttle Program comes to an 
end. The skills the NSLD facility and per-
sonnel offer are a direct match to those the 
DoD needs to reduce the risk of vanishing 
vendors and diminishing manufacturing 
sources in its supply chain. USA’s perform-
ance-based logistics operations have main-
tained on-time delivery greater than 98 per-
cent, and a customer acceptance rate of 99.99 
percent. 

USA has managed NASA assets of 250,000 
unique part numbers valued at $1.5 billion per 
year. During the Shuttle Program, over 80 
OEM hardware repair or manufacturing 
tasks—260 Orbiter Line Replaceable Units 
comprised of over 7,000 line items—were 
transitioned to and certified by USA at the 
NSLD. By Shuttle Program end, more than 80 
percent of all completed Orbiter Line Replace-
able Unit repairs were done at NSLD by USA 
resources. 

This Amendment is directly tied to jobs. The 
final flight of the Space Shuttle Orbiter, sched-
uled for Friday, sets the stage for a mass exo-
dus of highly skilled labor and specialized re-
sources from Florida’s Space Coast. This void 
will further strain our economy and dilute the 
workforce and capabilities needed to sustain 
the technologies required to achieve the diver-
sification of Florida’s economy. 

Aside from being a great asset to the De-
partment of Defense, greater utilization of this 
important asset will keep the facility func-
tioning as we look to NASA’s next mission. 
This workforce would have been sustained as 
NASA transitioned to the Constellation Pro-
gram, that is before it was vitiated. The retire-
ment of the Shuttle Program presents an ex-
cellent opportunity for the Department of De-
fense, the Defense Logistics Agency specifi-
cally, to take advantage of the highly skilled 
workforce as they process and refurbish 
equipment returning from theater in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. This is an opportunity which can 
preserve a national asset, preserve jobs, and 
assist the Department of Defense in cycling 
through the equipment returning from combat. 

And so, Mr. Speaker, I am submitting this 
amendment to encourage DoD to make better 
use of this rich resource so that it does not 
winnow away. 
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